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month of January following; and on the Busunt
Punchumee festival, by the good offices of Trim-
bukjee, they both obtained a favourable reception
from the Peshwa himself, at the public audience
of that day, which occurred in February 1815.
A letter was also procured in the hand-writing of
Anund Rao, the nominal Gykwar, from which it
would seem that he did not altogether discounte-
nance these intrigues; and they were more openly
espoused by a party amongst the women of his
household. It should be observed, too, that they
were most active just at the time when the re-
verses at the opening of the Goorkha campaign,
and the' state of the negotiations respecting Bho-
pal, gave the Marquess of Hastings such strong
reason to apprehend the worst from the disposi-
tion of the Mahratta powers towards the British
interests.

On the first appearance of these intrigues, in
October, Mr. Elphinstone protested against them;
whereupon Bajee Rao's ministers did not affect to
deny their existence, but, on the contrary, justified
them on the ground that the Gykwar was a de-
pendent of the Peshwa, who was bound to look
after his vassal's interests, that, through the Shas-
tree's mismanagement, had been suffered to go to
ruin. When Mr. Elphinstone argued, that his
Highness's attempt to interfere was subversive of
the British alliances with both states, our influence